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track by surveying the relations of the human being to the
scene of his life, and the consequent varieties of his moral
experience, in the order on which we have entered* Be it
remembered, however, that all logical division is only an
artifice of intellectual convenience; and that its fitness for
this purpose is not contradicted by the absence of its sharp
demarcations from the field of nature, and the habitual
substitution there of graduated shades of difference.

It may well be asked, whether these Sentiments, special to
man and lying so deep in his reflective nature, are properly
classed with the Primary pi maples, whose distinction was
said to be their impulsive unconsciousness. To know, to
admire, to revere, are impossible acts till the subject has
discriminated himself from the things known, admired,
revered; and can be affirmed only of one who is already
set up in his independent personality. Chronologically,
this is perfectly true; but it does not really affect the
propriety of the arrangement. For, in the exercise of these
sentiments, the Self which had been discovered is again
lost; they carry us into self-forgetfulness, though they are
posterior to our self-knowledge. They engage the mind
wholly upon objects extraneous to itself and its feelings,
and draw it forth towards them by the same instinctive
attraction which constitutes the method of the affections.
In this characteristic they are distinguished from the
secondary principles, which aim to reproduce in our self-
consciousness the* experienced effects of the primary. All
the secondary must be subsequent to the primary whence
they come; but not all the primary need be on the field,
before the self-conscious stage can in any case begin. The
disinterested and intuitive engagement of the sentiments
upon objects foreign to the Self suffices to justify the place
assigned to them.

The absence of two at least out of the three sentiments
from the enumeration of principles given by Stewart, and
from most similar lists, renders* it proper that I should vindi-
cate their title to a position among the springs of action.